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beginning of the year, with an infinite number of
troops; and as the king is in greater readiness to
begin the war, than the other, he wants my opinion
whether he shall make war upon Ethiopia forthwith,
or stay till he is obliged to do it in his own defence.

Go you back, says the spectre to him, and wait
till the king sends for you to interpret his dream or
dreams.

"What dream ? says the Arabian.

Why to-morrow night, says the spectre, the
king shall dream that a black elephant came up to
the gates of his palace, and that with his mighty
tusks or teeth, he broke down the gates, and was
entering in to make further spoil; when the gates
being, as I say, broken down first, the tower which
was over the gates being shaken with the fall, fell
down soon after upon the elephant, and well-nigh
crushed him to death; but that, though by his
great strength he bore up the weight, yet he was so
terrified with the fall of the tower upon him, that
he withdrew into the desert and went quite away.

And what interpretation shall I give of this
dream ? says the Arabian.

You shall tell him, says the spectre, that the
black elephant is the king of Ethiopia; that he
shall send his general to invade him, even to the
gates of his frontier city of Zaba, and shall enter
the gates thereof; but that the Egyptians in garri-
son within shall break out and fall upon him, and
though by the great power of their troops they
shall escape, yet that they shall retire and go back
into the deserts of Ethiopia, and not dare to look
upon him any more.

But what then shall I advise to be done? says
the Arabian.

You will find it most rational, says the spectre?
to advise him to begin the war ; and may promise
him success, without fear ; but if not, let him place